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way station at Krasnoe Selo, They entered the same car-
riage and traveled up to St. Petersburg together.
Pourtales, finding Sazonov much less excited than the
day before, took advantage of this informal opportunity
again to urge that Austria had no hostile intentions toward
Russia, and was only seeking measures of safety to protect
herself from the Serbian danger on her borders. Sazonov
replied that Russia likewise had no desire for war; a bridge
must therefore be found, on the one hand, to satisfy the
demands of Austria, the legitimacy of which he recognized
so far as they related directly to the instigators of the crime;
and, on the other hand, to make their acceptance possible
to Serbia; some of the demands would have to be toned
down, and he urged joint action by all the Powers, including
Germany, to bring this about. Pourtales then urgently
advised him to have a frank and friendly talk with Szapary,
the Austrian Ambassador at St. Petersburg, with whom
Sazonov had had no words since the excited interview of
Friday, when first confronted with the Austrian ultimatum.
On arriving at St. Petersburg, Pourtales then went to see
Szapary, told him of Sazonov's calm and conciliatory state
of mind, and gave him the same good advice to seek a
frank and friendly direct conversation with the Russian
Minister.82
Acting on the German Ambassador's suggestion, Szapary
at once went to see Sazonov and.had the friendly conversa-
tion for which Pourtales had thus prepared the way. We
have five accounts of the conversations: the first-hand ac-
counts by Szapary to Berchtold, and by Sazonov to the
Russian Ambassadors at Vienna and London; and the
reports by Pourtales, Buchanan, and Paleologue as they
heard it from the two principals.83 It is worth while to
82 Pourtales's diary in K.D., IV, p. 161; Graf Pourtales, Am Scheide-
wege zwischen Krieg und Frieden (Berlin, 1919) p. 19; Pourtales to
Bethmann, July 26, 3:15 P.M., arrived at Berlin 7:01 P.M., and imme-
diately forwarded to Tschirschky at Vienna; K.D., 217.